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he must put her away. "Is it, true," said Philip to
his uncle, the metropolitan, "that the pope has de-
clared your sentence of divorce to be but a farce ?:"
The archbishop was silent. "Then you are a fool
and madman to have pronounced it," cried the king.
Again he appealed to Rome, and Agnes pleaded for
her youth, her children, her innocent intent. At last
it seemed that the long strife might end. Every
one had turned against the king, and when the pope
sent, with another legate, cardinal Octavian of Ostia, a
kinsman of the king, it was seen that all that was
possible would be done to smooth the way for submission.
The king met the legates with respect Their in-
structions were clear that he must abandon the wife he
had illegally taken, restore those he had dispossessed,
make reparation, receive back Ingeborgis. If this were
done, then might the question of divorce be thoroughly
sifted, in the presence of envoys of the Danish king
and with all legal forms. On September 7, 1200, a
great assembly met at the castle of S. Leger, near
Eambouillet Ingeborgis herself lay there. An immense
crowd assembled, and watched, with keenest anxiety,
for the news of what was happening within. For a
time Philip held out; then with the two legates he
went to his injured wife, for the first time since the
hasty visit in the convent "The pope does me violence,"
he said. She replied quietly, "No, he wills only that
justice should triumph." Then they led her before
the council, and Philip promised before all again to
take her to him. The bells pealed out, and the interdict
was at an end.
Even yet Philip had not fully yielded.   He would